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will keep it out of briefcases and on shelves,
and its price will confine it to institutions
rather than individuals.

It will primarily be of value to consultant
haematologists and senior trainees, and par-

ticularly those with a special interest in pae-

diatrics. Is it truly a "gold standard"? At the
risk of being quoted out of context, I would
say it probably is, and could almost be
described as a joyous experience. Let's see

what the publishers make of that when the
fifth edition comes out.

JS LILLEYMAN

Paediatric Haematology. Ed J S
Lilleyman, I M Hann. (Pp 498; £65.)
Churchill Livingstone. 1992. ISBN 0-443-
04366-3.

In their preface the editors wonder whether
this volume might become a surrogate
"Willoughby II", some 15 years after
Michael Willoughby's book appeared. I
think it will. It smells like the paediatric
haematology I see on this side of the
Atlantic and contains chapters by many

deeply involved in its current practice.
Probably its most striking virtue is the chap-
ter on normal ranges, uniquely presented as

its first. Much of paediatric haematology is
"regular" haematology provided that
appropriate normal ranges are considered.
Such information has often been restricted
to large, expensive tomes and rarely
consulted by general haematologists or

paediatricians.
As with many compact books (and this is

less than half the size and price of some

comprehensive texts) the personal view,
style, and experience of individuals comes

through strongly. On the whole I think the
vigour of such views weighs favourably
against the exhaustive, balanced but dry
nature of reviews in some larger texts. One
is prepared to forgive the occasional broad
brushstroke such as ignoring population-
based incidence data derived from tumour
registries on chronic granulocytic leukaemia
in order to emphasise the relative paucity of
such data in children. One could quibble
with other details, but those concerned with
such minutiae usually have access to other
sources of information. I commend this
book as a bargain and hope that the editors
and contributors maintain their enthusiasm
so that we do not have to wait another 15
years for such an accessible volume on pae-
diatric haematology.

MM REID

Bone Marrow Pathology. B J Pain, D M
Clark, I A Lampert. (Pp 270; £79 50.)
Blackwell Scientific Publications. 1992.
ISBN 0-632-03401-7.

The reporting of bone marrow aspirates is
an essential component of the work of most
haematologists; that of marrow trephine
biopsies often lies in the no-man's land
between haematologists and histopatholo-
gists with neither side very keen to claim it.
All trainees should therefore aim to become
adequate and competent morphologists-
able to provide an expert opinion in diag-
nosing a wide variety of pathology involving
the bone marrow. There are no short cuts

to acquiring such knowledge. It requires
time, patience, good teaching and good
textbooks.

I consider this publication to be the best
book currently available on interpreting
bone marrow pathology and recommend its
purchase to both haematologists and
histopathologists. A full range of disorders
affecting the bone marrow is described,
including haemopoietic malignancies, infec-
tion, metastatic and miscellaneous disor-
ders, and bone diseases. Also included is a

very important chapter on normal appear-

ances. There are many colour illustrations
of an exceptionally high quality but the
book is far more than an atlas since the
authors succeed in their aim of placing bone
marrow abnormalities within the broader
context of clinical and peripheral blood fea-
tures. Dr Bain, as a haematologist, and Drs
Clark and Lampert, as histopathologists,
emphasise the importance of both marrow

aspirates and trephine biopsies in reaching a

correct diagnosis and their joint work
should serve as a model, for the reader, of
the benefits to be gained by close collabora-
tion between these two disciplines in diag-
nosing bone marrow pathology.

DA WINFIELD

Notices

10th European Congress of
Neurosurgery

May 7-12, 1995, in Berlin

All major topics of Neurosurgery will
be covered. Highlights will be: spinal
neurosurgery; minimally invasive neu-
rosurgery; neuronavigation; interven-
tional procedures; neuro-oncology;
paediatric neurosurgery; functional
neurosurgery and neurotraumatology.

Lunch Seminars will be held daily by
outstanding experts, and will cover top-
ics of practical interest. There will be
an extensive social programme.

Information can be obtained from:
Professor Mario Brock,
Congress President,

Department of Neurosurgery,
Universitaetsklinikum Steglitz,

Hindenburgdamm 30,
W-1000 Berlin 45, Germany.
Telefax: 0049/30/798-3569.

1994 Sleep Medicine Update

February 26, 1994

This continuing medical education
conference will be held at Scripps
Clinic and Research Foundation in La
Jolla, California. Sponsored by Scripps
Clinic and Research Foundation the
course will offer seven hours of
Category I CME credit.

For Further Information Contact:
Department of Academic Affairs 403C

Scripps Clinic and Research
Foundation

10666 North Torrey Pines Road,
La Jolla, CA 92037

Telephone: (619) 554-8556
Fax: (619) 554-6310

IMLS Symposia

16-19 September, Sheffield
Microbe 93

1-3 October, Coventry
Cellular pathology

2 October
Transplantation

Multidisciplinary update
22 October, London

ACP/IMLS joint meeting
4-6 March 1994, Preston

Cellular pathology
12 March 1994, Birmingham

Microbiology
Micropath '94

12 March 1994, Cambridge
Leukaemia review

April 1994, Durham
Microbiology North East '94

April 1994, Sheffield
Haematology

Royal College of
Pathologists of Australasia

1993
Royal College of Pathologists of Australasia

38th Annual Scientific Meeting
Hyatt Hotel, Perth, Western Australia

September 27-October 1, 1993

1994
Royal College of Pathologists of Australasia

39th Annual Scientific Meeting
Adelaide Convention Centre, Adelaide,

South Australia

1995
Royal College of Pathologists of Australasia

40th Annual Scientific Meeting
Sheraton Hotel, Auckland, New Zealand

October 9-13, 1995

Details from:
Honorary Secretary, Durham Hall, 207
Albion Street, Surry Hills, NSW 2010

Tel: 02 332 4266
Fax: 02 331 1431

ACP Locum Bureau
The Association of Clinical Pathologists
runs a locum bureau for consultant
pathologists.

Applicants with the MRCPath who
would like to do locums and anyone
requiring a locum should contact The

General Secretary, 221 Preston Road,
Brighton BN1 6SA. Tel (0273) 561188.
Fax (0273) 541227.

Contact:
Miss Inga Smith

IMLS, 12 Queen Anne Street
WlM OAU

Tel: 071-636 8192
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aspects of MRSA. The chapters provide a

comprehensive review of the subject, rang-
ing from historical aspects through microbi-
ology, extent and mechanisms of resistance,
laboratory methods for detection of resis-
tance, epidemiology, treatment of infec-
tions, eradication of carriage and control
and cost of outbreaks.

Inevitably, there is considerable overlap
between chapters, which is at times irritat-
ing, although I did not find any contradic-
tions. The standard of prose is also
somewhat varied, and one chapter left me
wondering whether the author was aware

that there are journals published outside the
USA. As is often the case with monographs,
the real value in the book is that somebody
else has done the literature search for you.
Chapter references average in excess of 75
(range 27 to 134), allowing the reader to
absorb the distilled view of the chapter
author, and yet readily seek the source data.
I'm still not sure what to do with the long-
term carrier who is blocking an acute bed
and is denied entry to hostel care. Certainly
worth a read, but at £89 75, this is one for
the library.

GEOFFREY L RIDGWAY

Urinary Cytology. Manual and Atlas.
2nd edn. P Rathert, S Roth, MS Soloway.
(Pp 210; 196 figs; DM 186.00.) Springer.
1993. ISBN 3-540-53312-5

This revised edition is the work of several
authors, mainly from German institutions.
It deals with the lower urinary tract and
urine cytology. The manual section starts
with an interesting and delightfully illu-
strated history of urine examination up to
recent landmarks including nnage analysis
and immunocytochemistry. A comprehen-
sive discussion on indications and applica-
tions follows, with careful assessment of
advantages and limitations.
The information with regard to benign

disorders, including inflammation and spe-
cific infections, ultrastructure (well illus-
trated with electron microphotographs),
epidemiology and classification of tumours,
is carefully documented with a wealth of
detail. The relation between dysplasia and

malignancy is carefully argued with regard
to the difficulties and pitfalls of grading and
the sources of error.
The chapter on working techniques is

excellent, fully comprehensive, and accu-

rate, with details of methods and techniques
very clearly illustrated with line drawings.
The atlas starts with a helpful introduc-

tion on its organisation and use, emphasis-
ing the comparative aspects of cell
appearances. This is a pertinent point and it
works well. There are over 100 well chosen
colour plates illustrating the diagnostic
points. Although the grey or blue back-
ground in some (figs 9.53a, 9.60b, and
9.98b.) compromises the contrast, this
is a minor criticism. The "icing on the
cake" comes with the chapters devoted to
DNA cytometry, immunocytochemistry,
and erythrocyte morphology.

Overall, the book is, as one would expect,
a meticulous and excellent state of the art.
It is invaluable to every cytologist and
clinician interested in cancer of the lower
urinary tract.

ANNE MORSE

Notices

12th International Convocation on
Immundolgy

Transfusion Immunology and
Medicine

Buffalo, New York,
14-18 May, 1994

Presented by The Ernest Witebsky
Center for Immunology, plenary sessions
will focus on the topics: removal of infec-
tious agents; testing for infectious agents;
allotypes; immunological effects on blood
transfusion; components and alternatives;
transfusion strategies.
Open poster sessions on the theme will

be offered. Approved for up to 24.5
hours ofCME credit.

Contact: Dr RK Cunningham,
Director, 433 Sherman Hall, SUNY at
Buffalo, 3435 Main St, Buffalo, NY
14214-3078. Tel (716) 829-2848. Fax
(716) 829-2158.

ACP Locum Bureau
The Association of Clinical Pathologists
runs a locum bureau for consultant
pathologists.

Applicants with the MRCPath who
would like to do locums and anyone
requiring a locum should contact The
General Secretary, 221 Preston Road,
Brighton BN1 6SA. Tel (0273) 561188.
Fax (0273) 541227.

Corrections
Sincere apologies are extended to Dr D M
Keeling et al for an error which appeared in
their paper, Lupus anticoagulant activity of
some antiphospholipid antibodies against
phospholipid bound )2 glycoprotein I,

Clin Pathol 1993;46:665-7. The second
sentence of the first paragraph should read:
"The former antibodies are usually detected
in solid phase enzyme linked immunosor-
bent assays (ELISA), the latter by their
ability to prolong phospholipid dependent
coagulation tests."
Our apologies to Dr B J Bain whose

name was incorrectly spelt in a book review
which appeared in Y Clin Pathol 1993;46:
584. The book is Bone Marrow Pathology.

The Wellcome Trust, London NW1
21 October 1993

The Scientific Work of
Martin Gardner

The BMJ, Medical Research Council
Environmental Epidemiology Unit, and
the Medical Section of the Royal
Statistical Society for Social Medicine are
holding a one day conference to discuss
the work of Martin Gardner, who died
prematurely at the beginning of this year.

Contact: Gaby Shockley, BMJ, BMA
House, Tavistock Square, London
WC1H 9JR. Tel 071-387 4499.
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