
Regarding your experience of digital pathology to date; 

 STRONGLY 

DISAGREE 

DISAGREE NEUTRAL AGREE STRONGLY 

AGREE 

UNSURE N/A 

I have 

experience in 

reporting 

clinical cases 

on the digital 

pathology 

platform (in 

the 

diagnostic 

setting) 

       

I have 

experience in 

seeing cases 

in a teaching 

setting on 

the digital 

pathology 

platform  

       

I have 

experience in 

seeing cases 

in the EQA 

setting on 

the digital 

pathology 

platform  

       

I would feel 

confident in 

reviewing 

cases in an 

exam setting 

on the digital 

pathology 

platform 

       

I am aware 

of the 

RCPath 

guidance on 

digital 

pathology 
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General considerations 

 STRONGLY 
DISAGREE 

DISAGREE NEUTRAL AGREE STRONGLY 
AGREE 

UNSURE N/A 

The 
implementation 
of digital 
pathology into 
diagnostic 
practice is a 
positive step 
for practising 
pathologists 

       

As a trainee, I 
look forward to 
seeing the 
transition to 
digital 
pathology 
within our 
region 

       

I feel prepared 
for the 
transition to 
digital 
pathology 

       

I think it likely 
that as a 
consultant 
pathologist I 
will routinely 
be reporting 
cases on a 
digital platform 

       

        

 

PART 1 

The first questions are focused around areas generally considered as ‘benefits’ of adopting digital 
pathology. These have been divided into four domains1 although aspects of these domains will 

overlap. 

 1adopted from Williams et al J Clin Pathol. 2017;70:1010-1018 

 

Patient safety 

 STRONGLY 
DISAGREE 

DISAGREE NEUTRAL AGREE STRONGLY 
AGREE 

UNSURE N/A 

Digital 
pathology 
will reduce 
the risk of 
patient/slide 
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misidentific
ation 
Digital 
pathology 
will reduce 
the risk of 
tissue/slide 
loss or 
damage 

       

 

Other potential patient safety benefits 

Potential patient safety concerns  

Comment 

 

Diagnostic workflow 

 STRONGLY 
DISAGREE 

DISAGREE NEUTRAL AGREE STRONGLY 
AGREE 

UNSURE N/A 

Digital 
pathology will… 

       

Shorten 
turnaround 
times 
(generally) 

       

Improve case 
tracking in the 
lab 

       

Improve access 
to archived 
cases 

       

Impact 
positively on 
the distribution 
of workload 
(cases can be 
allocated to 
team members 
from the 
dashboard) 

       

Improve access 
to second 
opinion/double 
reporting of 
cases in-house 

       

Make me more 
likely to ask for 
an second 
opinion in-
house about a 
diagnostic case 

       

Improve access        
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to second 
opinion for 
external/referral 
cases (from 
elsewhere) 
Make me more 
likely to ask for 
an external 
second opinion 
about a 
diagnostic case 

       

Increase the 
number of 
cases sent into 
the department 
for an ‘expert’ 
opinion 

       

I have 
concerns about 
the ease of 
access for 
second 
opinion/externa
l referral cases 

       

 

Other potential diagnostic workflow benefits 

Potential diagnostic workflow concerns  

Comment 

 

Workforce factors 

 STRONGLY 
DISAGREE 

DISAGREE NEUTRAL AGREE STRONGLY 
AGREE 

UNSURE N/A 

Digital 
pathology 
will… 

       

Be a potential 
solution to 
shortages in 
consultant 
workforce 

       

Improve the 
appeal of 
histopathology 
as a career 

       

Improve 
collaboration 
between 
pathology 
departments 
within the 
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network 
Improve 
collaboration 
within a 
department 
working 
digitally, 
between 
individual 
teams and 
within teams 

       

 

Service quality 

N/B. Many of the questions related to service quality in relation to the clinical service have already 

been covered elsewhere. 

 STRONGLY 
DISAGREE 

DISAGREE NEUTRAL AGREE STRONGLY 
AGREE 

UNSURE N/A 

Digital 
pathology 
will… 

       

Make me 
more likely to 
show slides at 
an MDT 

       

Improve the 
understanding 
of other MDT 
members of 
the pathology 
being 
discussed 

       

Make me 
more likely to 
build a ‘slide’ 
collection for 
teaching 

       

Make me 
more likely to 
give teaching 
sessions 

       

 

Other potential service quality benefits 

Potential service quality concerns  

Comment 
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PART 2 

These questions are focussed around individual perceptions of the implementation of digital 

pathology: 

In relation to some more general considerations around digital pathology, please rank your 

level of concern about the following, on a scale of 1-10 (1 = not at all concerned, 10 = very 

concerned); 

 1 
 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Health and 
safety 
implications of 
prolonged 
‘screen time’ 

          

Time taken to 
become 
confident in 
making 
diagnoses 
digitally 

          

Time taken to 
report using 
digital system 
compared with 
conventional 
microscopy 

          

Potential for 
diagnostic error 
digitally vs 
conventional 
microscope 

          

Validation 
process – 
general 
understanding 

          

Ability to remain 
competent at 
conventional 
microscopy 

          

Legal issues 
around second 
opinion cases 
and data 
sharing 

          

Impact of digital 
pathology on 
training of 
histopathologists 

          

Use of digitally 
stored slides for 
teaching (legal 
aspects) 
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Any other areas of potential concern 

 

Please comment on any specific areas that you feel may be challenging for diagnostic 

reporting on the digital platform, and any areas that you feel may be made easier on the 

digital platform. For example, some feel that seeing a whole mount section on the digital 

platform might make assessment of margins easier in a resection specimen….. 

Areas of potential challenge 

 

 

Areas potentially made easier 

 

 

With respect to training needs for the use of digital pathology in a diagnostic setting, 

please can you indicate what you feel might be helpful at this stage; 

 STRONGLY 
DISAGREE 

DISAGREE NEUTRAL AGREE STRONGLY 
AGREE 

UNSURE N/A 

        
Access to 
digital platform 
for all training 
centres in 
region  

       

Training 
session on the 
validation 
process for 
reporting in a 
diagnostic 
setting on the 
digital 
pathology 
platform 

       

Access to 
validation sets 
for digital 
slides 

       

More teaching 
sessions 
utilising digital 
slides 

       

Training on the 
governance 
aspects of 
transition to 
digital 
pathology for 
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reporting 
Training 
around the 
technology 
aspects of 
digital 
pathology – 
the platform 
design, 
screens, 
potential AI 
aspects (e.g. 
biomarker 
scoring) as 
these come on 
line 

       

Training 
around the 
implementation 
of digital 
pathology 
within the 
laboratory 
setting 
(logistics and 
processes) 

       

Training 
around health 
& safety 
aspects 

       

Training 
around the AI 
applications of 
digital 
pathology 

       

 

Other training suggestions 
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