
BOOK REVIEWS

Introduction to Virology. By Gilbert Dalldorf. (Pp.

ix+ 102 ; illustrated. 25s.) Oxford: Blackwell
Scientific Publications. Springfield. Illinois
Charles C. Thomas. 1955.

This is a very readable little book which contains

a great deal of useful information about virus diseases
in general, and sufficient detail to whet the appetite.
particularly of the physician who wishes to take an

interest in this subject. Some of the material and
advice is written from the standpoint of conditions
and practice in the United States of America. so that
there may be slight divergencies of opinion on

methods. Suitable warning on laboratory infections
is given to beginners who wish to dabble with viruses
in the laboratory, but there is a slightly optimistic
tone concerning simplicity of the work which might
lead to confusion for those who are not constantly
self-critical.

F. 0. MACCAL[ILUM.

The Plasma Proteins inl Pregnancy-A Clinical Inter-
pretation. By Harold C. Mack. (Pp. xii X- 118;
illustrated. 27s. 6d.) Springfield, 111.: Charles C.
Thomas; Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications.
1955.

The logical exterpolation of the old saw about special-
ists would be that they know everything about nothing.
Dr. Mack's book does not reach this Nirvana of the
absolute. The account is given in simple language and
should be read easily with the minimum of scientific
training. The book is well documented, but there are

some irritating topographical and scientific inaccuracies.
These may arise from hurried production. Thus, on

page 29, surely the author means a pint " and not i a

point ... of additional blood," and on page 8 the speed
of migration of particles does not depend on the number
of charges each carry but on the net difference between
the positive and negative charge carried. Nevertheless,
this book should prove a most excellent starting point for
obstetricians who, lacking technical knowledge, are

nevertheless eager to know something of the ideas which
the newer advances in protein chemistry hz.ve developed
in their field.

N. H. MARTIN.

La Prog6nese: Facteurs Preconceptionnels du Developpe-
ment de l'Enfant. Edited by Raymond Turpin.
(Pp. 720; 56 figures. Fr. fr. 3,500.) Paris
Masson et Cie. 1955.

Under the direction of Professor Raymond Turpin. a

team of geneticists, paediatricians, pathologists, and
sociologists have all contributed in the realization of this
book, which, as the title sLIggests, is a study of those
factors wvhich will determine the development of the
child even before conception.
The first part of the book is devoted to the mechanics

and laws of heredity, sex-linked disease, and the produc-
tion of gene mutations. Sober warning is given of the
danger to future generations by the inheritance of reces-

sive genes produced by radioactive materials. Experi-
mental and clinical evidence of changes in the germ
plasma by malnutrition, ageing, and physicochemical
agents and its relation to congenital malformations is
discussed in detail.
The relation of ethnology, demography, anthropology,

and other allied sciences to genetics and their integration
to give a composite picture makes fascinating reading.
However, to the clinician and pathologist the sections
devoted to the role of heredity in disease and predisposi-
tion to disease will be of special interest, as well as the
excellent description of the inheritance of blood groups
and the Rhesus factor.

Finally there is a section on the social problems which
confront the geneticist. with a plea for more control over
the breeding of mental defectives, as is practised at
present in the Scandinavian countries.

In this book Professor Turpin and his co-workers have
succeeded in showing the far-reaching possibilities of
genetics in its relation to medicine and how in time it
should become preventive medicine in its truLest form.
While invaluable to the specialist. it can be read with
profit by all. A. T. McNFU.

Transactions of the American Goiter Association 1954.
(Pp. xii+483: illustrated. £5.) Springfield, 111.:
Charles C. Thomas: Oxford: Black\ ell Scientific
Publications. 1955.
This volume is the detailed report of the Seventh

Annual Meeting of the American Goiter Association held
in Boston in the spring of 1954. It consists of 36 original
papers arranged in groups of two or three, followed
by a discussion of each group. The meeting was attended
by thyroid experts from all parts of the world, and, as
would be expected, a wide range of subjects was covered.
While no startling new developments are reported, the
book represents an important contribution to the
physiology, pathology, and treatment of thyroid disease.

It would be impossible to list here all the subjects
dealt with, but particular mention might be made of the
studies of the thvroidal uptake of radioactive astatine
(ekaiodine) in the rat. This new halogen of atomic
number 85 is substantially heavier than iodine, the atomic
weight of the isotopes employed being either 210 or 211.
It is selectively taken up by the thyroid gland in a manner
similar to that of iodine and can be used to destrov
thyroid in rats. A substantial number of the animals,
however, developed Linexplained mammary carcinomas
one or two vears later.
Work has also been recorded on th\ roid function in

patients with impaired liver function, the demonstration
of an exophthalmos-producing substance in human
serum, the biological effects of triiodothyronine in human
subjects, and on a variety of goitrogenic substances
ranging from calcium salts to cabbages and turnips.
There is also a paper on the effect of thyroid treatment on
fat metabolism and a number of 1311 uptake studies in
various clinical states. The last few papers are devoted
to cancer of the thyroid and cover both pathology and
treatment.
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The book is well produced, although the price might
be considered rather high by British standards. It can
be cordially recommended to all interested in the thyroid
gland. N. F. MACLAGEN.

Atlas Zur Spurenkunde der Elektrizitat. By Stefan Jel-
linek. (Pp. viii+ 78; 94 figures. £6 3s. 6d.) Vienna:
Springer-Verlag. 1955.
In this work the author sets out the results of 10 years

of personal study and investigation into the destructive
effects of electricity. He describes and ably illustrates
from his unique collection the large number of different
types of injury which may be produced by lightning or
electric current on both animal and inanimate matter.
He also deals with the associated but less generally
known histological changes in various tissues, as well as
in the elastic substance and tissue fluid.
The book will be mainly of interest to the medico-

legal expert and to those concerned in the prevention of
this type of injury.

D. G. RUSHTON.

Practical Section Cutting and Staining, 3rd ed. By
E. C. Clayden. (Pp. vii+ 151 ; 26 figures. 12s. 6d.)
London: J. & A. Churchill. 1955.
This is still a sound book for the young technician and

the pathologist in training, and there is so much that is
good that the deficiencies are the more unfortunate.
The technician of to-day is perfectly fit to be introduced
to the standard texts, and it seems sad that the biblio-
graphy has neither an American text later than Mallory
(1938) nor any reference to Langeron, Romeis, or evej
Recent Advances in ClinicalPathology (Dyke et al., 1951).
Mallory's phosphotungstic-acid-haematoxylin is intro-
duced in this edition, but there is no mention of a
trichrome other than Heidenhain's. The only Gomori
method described is the one for haemosiderin. Admit-
tedly, there is no end to methods, but the Gomori or the
Masson-Goldner trichrome, to name but two, are to-day
surely more widely (and profitably) used than the Nile
blue method or Da Fano's neurofibril impregnation. The
periodic-Schiff method is given without any suggestion
that it can be followed by a nuclear stain, nor is there any
suggestion that methods for staining fungi are a modem

necessity. Mast cells are not mentioned in the index.
Safranin is wrongly spelled on page 54. By all means
commend this to the young as a collection of valuable
information on technique, but warn them that the
staining methods chosen for description are not quite so
generally acceptable. A. C. LENDRUM.

Dextran: Its Propeties and Use in Medicine. By
John R. Squire, J. P. Bull, W. d'A. Maycock, and C. R.
Ricketts. (Pp. 91; 7 figures. 15s.) Oxford: Black-
well Scientific Publications. 1955.
This monograph is a survey of the present position of

dextran as a plasma substitute. After a discussion on
what is needful in a plasma substitute, there is a simple
account of the manufacture and chemistry of dextran,
followed by chapters on its behaviour in the body and
the clinical and experimental uses. In a work such as
this, which will be read abroad, it is to be regretted that
examples of carelessness occur: for instance, in one
place the blood pressure is referred to as 70 mm. without
indicating whether systolic or diastolic pressures are
meant, and in the bibliography some of the references
are incomplete. Nevertheless, the monograph will be
of great interest to those concerned with plasma sub-
stitutes, with the study of the treatment of shock, or with
the use of dextran. The references are invaluable.

ARTHUR JORDAN.

International Congress of Clinical Chemistry
An international congress of clinical chemistry is to be

held in New York City from Sunday, September 9, to
Friday, September 14, 1956, by authorization of the
International Federation of Clinical Chemistry and the
Commission of Clinical Chemistry of the International
Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry. Additional
information may be obtained by writing to the Congress
Secretary, Dr. John G. Reinhold, 711 Maloney Bldg.,
Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia
4, Pa., U.S.A.

Those who wish t-o attend are advised to make travel
reservations as early as possible.
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